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Madanandateertha
Pravachana Samithi:
Pravachana on Mahanbharatha by Sattageri Vasudevacharya; Madanandateertha Pravachana Samithi,
Amarajyothinagar; 7 pm
Adhyatma Mandira: Lecture
on Jnanakarmavidodaha
by KG Subraya Sharma;
Adhyatma Mandira, National
Highschool Road, VV Puram;
7.45 am
Vedanta Satsanga Kenda:
Lecture ‘Samsaravishayaha’
by K G Subraya Sharma; Vedanta Nilaya, Sakamma Gardens, Basavanagudi; 9 am
Gokhale Sarvajanika Vichara Sangha: Lecture on Yogavasishtha by S Ranganath;
Gokhale Sarvajanika Vichara
Sangha, Basavanagudi Road,
NR Colony, DVG Sabhangana;
6.30 pm
Sri Shivabalayogi Ashram:
Dhyans and bhajans; Sri
Shivabalayogi ashram, 1/A,
6th Main, 3rd Cross, JP Nagar; 6 pm
Sri Sathya Sai Seva Kshetra:
Bhajans; Sai Geethanjali, Sri
Sathya Sai Seva Kshetra,
21st Main, 8th Cross, J P Nagar; 6.15 pm
Invites to be published in this
column should be sent to:
incitytoday@
deccanherald.co.in.
Please note that hard copies
will not be accepted

CITY WEATHER 

FORECAST
Mainly clear sky.
Maximum and
minimum temperatures very
likely to be around 34 and 20
degrees Celsius, respectively
RATURES
TEMPERA
Maximum
Minimum

33.8°C
20.2°C

Rainfall (At 8.30 pm)
-Humidity (At 8.30 pm)
15%
Sunset (March 18)
6:30 pm
Sunrise (March 19)
6:24 am
Moonrise
2:06 am
Moonset
13:44 pm
(Relevant data recorded at
5.30 pm) Source: IMD
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vid-19 breaks logj
g jam over
Covi
BBMP hospital in Shivajinagar
100-bed facility to open after
two years of red tape
▼

SURAKSHA P
BENGALURU, DHNS

A

100-bed super-specialittyy hospital caught in red
tape for two years will
soon spring into action thanks
to the Covid-19 crisis.
The Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) had
in 2018 built the hospital on an
area of 20,000 sq ft on Broad-

way Road near Russel Market
in Shivajinagar at a cost of Rs
40 crore, including the land
value.
Because of its inability to
run the hospital, the civic body
explored various options including leasing it to Narayana
Health. After an outcry from
civil society members, it was
decided that the building will
be handed over to Bowring and

Lady Curzon Hospital under
the medical education department, which was again stuck in
red tape.
The building stood there for
ttw
wo years, with no operations,
without ever being formally
inaugurated. Now, the government has decided to use it as a
hospital exclusively dedicated
to Covid-19, and the logj
gjam has
finally ended.
Medical Education Minister
Dr K Sudhakar told reporters
here at a press conference,
“The hospital will be handed
over to the medical education department tomorrow
(Wednesday). It will have 150
beds for Covid-19 patients.
Infosys Foundation’s Sudha

Murty has come forward to
fund the equipment required
for the hospital.”
Jawaid Akhtar, Additional
Chief Secretary (Health), who
is also the secretary for medical
education, said the formalities
to hand over the hospital to the
medical education department
are under way. To start with,
the hospital will have an isolation ward with 120-150 beds
and 20 ventillators.
Asked whether an MoU was
signed between the Infosys
Foundation and the health department, Akhtar said, “There
is no MoU yet. But the agreement is that the hospital will
be handed over to her (Sudha
Murty); Infosys Foundation

will take care of equipping the
hospital and help the department tide over this crisis. There
is no commercial element in
this MoU. It was a voluntary
gesture from her (Sudha Murty
ty) foundation.”
Vijay S, a public health
activist with the Karnataka
Janarogya Chaluvali, said the
hospital was proposed to be
leased to Narayana Health
for 30 years. “We had started
a petition to stop this. Roshan
Baig was representing the
constituency then. The idea
was finally scrapped. Former
chief minister Siddaramaiah
was supposed to inaugurate
the hospital but it never happened.”

Bilal Bagh
gh to down
wnsize even as Inbound international fliers to
organisers slapped w
wiith FIRs
Rs be quarantined in hotel near KIA
BENGALURU, DHNS
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T

he city
ty’s longest-running
protest against the Citizenship A
Am
mendment Act
movedtodownsizeonTuesday,
evenas several organiserswere
slapped with FIRs over an alleged case of assault.
This comes in the wake of
the protest coming under
mounting criticism for its refusal to disband in the wake of
the Covid-19 crisis.
The downsizing was seemingly precipitated by a criminal
case filed against six people associated with ‘Bilal Bagh’.
In a complaint filed with
the Kadugondanahalli police
on Sunday, Shamshad Begum
(56), a resident of HBR Layout,

claimed to have been threatened by the organisers of Bilal
Bagh after she asked them not
to allow men into the all-women’s protest site.
In her hand-written complaint, she wrote that the organisers had turned abusive.
“I stopped (talking to them),
but they started threatening
me and using bad language,”
she said.
She also alleged that early
on Sunday morning, at 2.30
am, the organisers physically
attacked her. She claimed that
when her husband, Kaleem,
came to her defence, he was
hit on his right hand by a man
she identified as Sadiq.
In all, the Kadugondanahalli
police filed FIRs against six in-

dividuals — Ajaz Shariff, Sadiq,
Syed Imran,WarsiShariff(30),
Amreen (30) and a man identified only as Amreen’s brother.
Saqib Idrees (25), a Bilal
Bagh organiser unconnected
with the incident, denied Begum’s allegations.
“On Sunday, a small group
of protesters at the protest
site were attacked by a group
of petty
ty thugs from the Pillanna Gardens area, who were
accompanied by Begum. She
was directing the attack,”
Idrees said.
As late as Monday, organisers sent a press brief, declaring
that they would only break up
the protest if Chief Minister
B S Yediyurappa visited the
site.

BENGALURU, DHNS: In order

to curb the spread of Covid-19, the state government
has decided not to let international passengers/tourists
ty.
enter the city
The department of health
and family welfare will take a
hotel near to the Kempegowda International Airport and
send international fl
fliers there
for home quarantine.
Health Minister B Sriramulu told DH: “We are looking
for a star hotel near the airport where we can quarantine
each and every passenger
flies in from other counwho fl

tries.” DH has learnt that irrespective of whether they
have the symptoms or not, all
inbound international passengers will be quarantined
for 14 days at the hotel where
the government will take
care of their food and other
basic needs. “If the passenger
doesn’t develop any symptoms after 14 days, they will
be released from quarantine,”
the minister added.
The decision was taken as
some people ffllying in from
abroad failed to follow the
government’s instructions of
home quarantine.

BBP on high alert
in the wake of
Covid-19, bird flu
BENGALURU, DHNS

A

mid the Covid-19 epidemic, the outbreak
of bird ffllu (H5N1) in
Karnataka and neighbouring Kerala has put zoos and
biological parks in the state on
high alert.
The Bannerghatta Biological Park (BBP), alongside
its precautionary measures
to contain the spread of Covid-19, is also working overtime
to safeguard the fauna in the
flu outbreak.
wake of bird fl
Guided by the internal health
committee, the park has put
in place a standard operating
procedure (SOP) while handling the food supplied to animals and cleaning of animal
and bird enclosures.
Vanashri Vipin Singh, executive director of BBP, told DH
that the park has already begun a fumigation drive. “The
safety of animals as well as
visitors is our priority
ty and we
have taken several steps since
the outbreak of Covid-19 and
bird fl
flu. Until we closed for
the public, we were spraying
sanitisers on visitors entering
the park. Besides, they were
made to dip their feet in the
disinfectant puddle at the
entrance so that they do not
carry any virus and bacteria
inside,” Vanashree said.

The park has also been
vigilant in the procurement
of food to animals, especially
beef. Even though chicken is
procured in small quantities
to feed the young ones or ailing animals, care has been
taken at every level, according
to officials.
Dr Umashankar, assistant
director of the Veterinary
Services at BBP, said: “From
the time of procurement till
distribution, meat is subjected to various treatments to
kill any virus and bacteria. It
is washed in hot water at three
different levels. Besides, the
attendant is provided with
gloves and masks. We also
procure live chicken and they
are processed in the presence
of our personnel.”
All the enclosures have also
been cleaned and animals are
attended to on a daily basis.
A few days ago, the cages
were disinfected and subjected to heat treatment. “All the
bird enclosures at BBP are
fully covered and there is no
scope for external agents to
fflly in and infect the birds. Yet,
we have been careful about
the water and feed. Sampling
is done daily and in the wake
of bird fl
flu, faecal samples
of birds are taken every day
and analysed for any possible
infection.”

Iskcon shuts doors over virus
BENGALURU, DHNS: Iskcon,

Bengaluru, in the wake of the
Covid-19 outbreak, has shut
its doors to devotees with effect from today. The closure,
until further notice, will not
affect the pre-scheduled pujas and sevas, a release from
Iskcon stated on Tuesday.

As per the statement,
along with the main temple
located at the Hare Krishna
Hill on West of Chord Road
in Rajajinagar, the other
Iskcon branches such as Vaikunta Hill near Gubbalala on
Kanakapura Road will also be
shut until further notice.

Palike directs RWAs to keep
common areas clean
BENGALURU, DHNS: As the

number of Covid-19 cases in
the city neared double digit,
the BBMP released an advisory to apartments, suggesting
that resident welfare associations and societies regulate
common areas and ensure
strict maintenance of social
distance.
The advisory focused on
the prevention of people
from coming into contact
with each other and called for
the immediate cancellation of
parties and social meetings,
besides closing gymnasiums,
sporting facilities, swimming
pools and recreational and
club facilities.
“Common areas, fflloors,
railings and surfaces, likely

to be touched by residents,
should be cleaned using sodium hypochlorite, bleaching
powder or any effective disinfectant,” the advisory, signed
by BBMP commissioner
B H Anil Kumar said, stressing on the need to give attention to housekeeping staff.
Additionally, the BBMP advised residents to discourage
children from playing outside in groups. “Parents are
requested to engage children
with indoor activities,”it said.
“Support and cooperation
from your side is highly necessary for the next 30 days
and this would reduce the
transmission of the infection
in the community
ty,” the advisory noted.

A staff
ffer at the Bannerghatta Biological Park cleans an
enclosure with a disinfectant. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Platform ticket to cost Rs 50
at five city railway stations
The platform ticket charges
have been increased from
Rs 10 to Rs 50 in the KSR,
Cantonment, Yeshwantpur,
Yelahanka and Krishnarajapuram railway stations

from March 18 to 31. This
is done with an aim to limit
the large-scale movement of
people along the platforms
in view of the Covid-19
outbreak.

Dr Ansar Ahmed, district surgeon, Bengaluru Urban,
educates pourakarmikas about Covid-19 at Cox Town on
Tuesday. DH PHOTO/JANARDHAN B K

Hit-and-run kills ex-HAL staffer
BENGALURU, DHNS: A retired

employee of HAL was mowed
down by a motorcycle in eastern Bengaluru’s CV Raman
Nagar on Monday night, police said.
Jagadish Nagar Sampath
S, 69, and his wife Chitravathi were going for a walk
near ADA Gate, BEML Junction, when a motorcycle with
no registration number on it
hurtled towards them around

9.30 pm. Before Sampath
could respond, the motorcyclist knocked him down and
rode off. Chitravati raised an
alarm, drawing passersby.
They rushed Sampath to a
hospital but he succumbed
to injuries later.
Jeevan Bima Nagar traffic
police have registered a case
of hit-and-run and are reviewing the CCTV footage to track
down the motorcyclist.

PRR to be delayed as SC raps BDA
PRR, from Page 1

It rejected contentions of
BDA counsel senior advocate
Shyam Divan and advocate
Sanjay M Nuli that the effect
of fresh clearance would result in gross escalation in the
cost from initially estimate of
Rs 1,000 crore to Rs 12,000
crore.
The court upheld the National Green Tribunal’s order
of February 8, 2019 for fresh
rapid environmental impact
assessment. It directed the
BDA to ensure that no potential damage was caused to
the petroleum pipelines over
which the proposed road
would be constructed.

The bench clarified that no
other court or tribunal should
take up any challenge to the
decision of State Expert Appraisal Committee and State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority
ty and any grievance can be raised before the
top court only.
“Where project proponents and institutions abdicate their duty, it is not only
the environment that suffers
a serious set-back, but also the
development of the nation.
The protection of the environment ensures a symbiotic
relationship betw
tween the development of the nation and
the protection of the environment”.

